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BACKGROUND

At some pointhis year severalparticularly sadisticiding friends recommended the annual Los
Angeles to Barstow to Las Vegas (LABV or LAB2Vhddadlg by AMA District 39h Thanksgiving
weekend. Upon first glance, it seemed completely over the top to take an R1200G6 there
especially with limited offoad experience. Perfdct Right? This is where adventure is born!
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Back vhen | taught courses for the Motorcycle
Safety Foundation, | always stressed that the
secret to good riding and good times is to know
the capabilities and limitations of the rider, the
0A1SE FYR (KS SY@ANRY
tell my studentsthat the true secrebf funis to
push a bit(ok, a lot)in each category! The
challenge in this case wahat | know myself and
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seriously to take it. Difficulty is arelative
measurement. L R2y Qi ySSR St
possible As wth many plansonfronted with
deluge ofdata (ot information) leventualyR S OA RSR (Kl G LQR 2dzald Kl g8 G2
0 KI G Qa ofiadventutgd2ight? (Overplanning sucks.

Most of my planninag. 1

PREPARATION AND TRAVEL

A million details and major itenfg here. | lost a couple ofding partners before the evemtue to
unfortunatetiming andcircumstances, and the pool of willing participants is limited by the holiday
and the distance (Thanksgiving and nearly 1200 miles from Se#dtkey nothing othe course

itself Meanwhile, | ramped up my social media prep and found some fellow lunatics fro@She
Giantscrew. Formy 2005 BMWR1200GS, | changed the oil and air filter, and replacefdttery
because | thought it was having problems: K I (i Q& Fhurbdzip fok Notbatt, as it
performed brilliantly undeextremelyhigh demand on Day. More on thain the next section |
hadalreadymountedfront and back MitasB9 tireswhich were close tmew, so | rolled with those.
Otherwise, the bike waalreadywell outfitted with the equipment described in the table at the
bottom of this report.

Skip to Day for the meetup and the riding

My lastriding partner pulled out literally thenorningbefore we left  Unbelievable. Within about

30 minutes| transformed the event into a family vacationith mywife, SunJaand three kids (ages
11/9/7) piling into mylittle Nissan Frontier crew cab.Plaming took all of two hours becauseK | (i Q&
what| hadto work with before heading to the office.The truck is tight fit; abit less than ideal for
23ish hours of driving/travedach way Closeknit takes on a new definition in those quarters!


https://www.facebook.com/groups/gsgiants/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/gsgiants/

Departing at noon on the first day due to kids and dogs and kennels and a hundredmthi&r
complicationd. KIF Ry Qi 02y a uRIS NBdze &K Sgotodelirfil vt 020G or
our first night. In the interests of timewe dronedstraightdown k5t which | absolutelyletest
Running on proverbial fumes, Vii@ally stopped outsid&acramento and stayed with a budafo
hadjust retired from the Army Seven hours latawe started the second leg Irvine to spend the
night with another frimd and Giant, Eric Halind pick upmy gearfrom Motoport. The newarmor
had takena bit longer than expected becauseQ R inan$ ofdistuff forupgrade,only to discover
they could®@workedwith it becauset was 12 years olth ¢ 2 Sy aeNde rally,QRippEd- @ S
my pantsand suff just up the road to Irvine rather than gamble @teivingit on timeup north.
Anyway, in terms of the drive dowthe big mistake here wasansiting acrosso the south side of
Los Angeles on the day before Thanksgiairground 1700 Traffic Was A. Nightmare.
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As payoff though, | got to meéiricHalit a
rider after my own heart! Marshal| an old
Armybuddyand fierce gentlemariives
nearby,sothe three of us spent an excellent

Manhattan

evening over cigars and beeenjoying Beach , i
conversation andomeexcellentelk sausage \
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o : ¢ have access to a dedicated pool of fikended
fools. Again not many peopleare crazy
7/ C / ( ‘ enoughto journey to this event from 1200
ot arrTorna miles away on Thanksgiving weekendfou
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http://www.motoport.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I03UmJbK0lA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I03UmJbK0lA
https://www.facebook.com/eric.hall2
https://www.facebook.com/marshall.senkarik
http://www.beeradvocate.com/beer/profile/16873/45496/
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volunteers and do what they can. Everyone | met from LABV and District 37 wasagcehtruly
enjoyed talking with them. Heck, Kieth Huffffered mea 50% ative military discount!  Nice!
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LODGING

Speaking of travel anddging, my recommendatiofor beforethe rally isfor the Holiday Inn in

Palmdale. Inty of room to wrench, braaaap, BS, and a good buffet while being away from

population that couldnake trouble for bikes outside. Plus no one hassled us for drinking beer in

the parking lot while bench racing. Next up, chooseRlagnada in Barsto@ S O I dzZBABV QI Q &

for the Day 2 launch anblasa good party at the end of Day(ftom what | hear, dmY A (i 0 ®ight L { Q&
across from the secure Cub Scout bike storage lr@a At Vegas, no question, you wahe

hNISFya aiAyO0S AGQa (KS Grléadddotdl o yhé sbcured parkingSakea (0 KS &
is LONG. Alotofthe hotels actualty fi dzLJs &2 {(SSL) GKIFG Ay YAYR AF
reservations 30 days out.

Day Oc Thanksgiving

WtSaa e2d®AFE R2 YO tandalrivé for thisverihis n@rinty ob ¢ KSNBQff o
enough fatigue and stress, start time is 06@8dyou want to be in the parking lot at 0500 beat

the lines We got to Palmdale in the early afternoon, downloaded the bike with the help of folks in

the parking lot, and got to
know each other in person
sinceJamesv/alentine Yut
Ughh andLandonNorman
were basically Facebook
personas to me (and | to
them). We did the last
second coordinatioand
agreed on hitime for the

next morning(which was
ridiculously early damn
James and | with our military
issuerequirement to be
early!). Then we drank beer
and beat up the buffet at the
Holiday Inn, which waa bit
pricy but not half bad

Roger(top), supervisingdp-fueled bench racing


https://www.facebook.com/iscomingforyou
https://www.facebook.com/yut.ughh
https://www.facebook.com/yut.ughh
https://www.facebook.com/biodieselandon

James had already
coordinated withJeff
Kurtzto do a publicity
Gt -® O %8Where
DoesThatRoadGad?
for the GS Giants
IANR dzLIE 6 KA OK
admit, turned out
pretty darned good.
tKSNBEQa Ne2Y
improvement too,
just in terms of venue
(Facebook is a very
shortlived medium),
. . . ~ but there are trade
his truck with beer cans. and instantupdate
notifications for
internet spectators. Further researchdefinitely requiredor LABV 201%ecause we had
challenges with multiple threads getting comments, pictures getting posted in a dozen different
places (riders, groups, private messages, smugmug), and simpleladrarooverwhelming amount
of information The importancén doing this rights the potential for sponsors and greater supipor
and involvemenfrom the community. L QY y 2 (i 2 dz&dcebdok folipweng, But possdlyzii
mechanical pit support, equipent lending, comms and navigation assistance, and central
coordination-heavy duty help. From my standpoint, this resemllesmpany command posC;
sorry, | go with what | know), which incorporates focus on operations, lateral coordination with
outside elements, maintenance, supply, communications, moveriatgl, etc. LABMsafairly
expensive undertaking, and the impact on both bike and wallet is significaspecially for big bikes.
Help is welcome, and we want to
continue to put the GS Giangsd
BMW Motorradon the map!

Day 1- Friday

James set the time and three of us

showed up aPalmdale Supercycles

(1/4 mile from Holiday Inn; closer to

Motel 6) at 0330. Yes, James and |

fell victim to years of military

conditioning, demanding that we

show up early for first formation.
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hardwired that way now. Yut was

the only smart onesleepingin and

arrivingat around 0500, with was

plenty early. We got through tech

inspection(park the bikes

immediately to the right just as you

enter the parking lotvith hardly a

glance when we said we were on the ¢CKIFGQa y2 .t 01 C
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https://www.facebook.com/KurtzInPa
https://www.facebook.com/KurtzInPa
http://wheredoesthatroadgo.blogspot.com/
http://wheredoesthatroadgo.blogspot.com/
http://805z.com/pdsc/

